
 
  

 
 
 

 
"Certamen Praeter Palman"  - "The endeavour is more important than the prize." 

NEWSLETTER NO 1  5 MAY 2016 
   

NOTES HOME THIS WEEK    
 

PARENTS’ CHECKLIST 
(Reminder of things to DO) 

Reminder to pay Term 1 
Band Payments 

 

 
  
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Tuesday 26 Apr-Fri 27 May New Enrolments open for the 2017 school year 
Friday 6 May Mother’s Day Stall 
Tue 10 May – Thur 12 May NAPLAN Testing Years 3-5 
Mon 16 May – Thur 26 May Language Perfect World Championship  
Wednesday 18 May School Assembly 12:45pm 
Thursday 19 May P&C Meeting 7pm 
Thursday 2 June Italian Republic Day 
Monday 13 June Queens Birthday Holiday 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you for the warm welcome to the Yarralumla Primary School  community.  I am extremely excited about 
being the Principal of the school for many years to come.  I have been impressed with the commitment and 
dedication of our classroom teachers to continue to improve learning outcomes for all students. I have spent 
time in all the classrooms and on the playground meeting the students and staff.  The students’ commitment 
to their learning has been outstanding and their behaviour and  manners in all my conversations with them 
have been of the highest quality.  My first two weeks at the school has been full of meetings with new 
enrolments, staff, departmental representatives, community agencies, parents, capital works and the Embassy 
of Italy.  I look forward to announcing exciting new initiatives in the coming weeks.   The Monday morning 
assembly has highlighted the large number of talented students we have at YPS from reading stars to sporting 
stars. 
 
Fortnightly assemblies will start in week 4.  They will be held in the hall on Wednesday afternoons from 12:45-
1:30pm.  Each class throughout the year will take turns to host the assemblies. It will be an opportunity for 
classes to share their learning on a larger scale as well as to celebrate the student achievements at YPS.  A 
timetable of hosting classes will be published shortly.  Each individual class will send home an invitation when 
it is their classes turn to host the assembly.  We hope to see many of our families at our assemblies. 
 
In an effort to keep all our students safe when arriving and departing the school I ask that parents avoid 
parking their car on the footpath in the driveway of the school.  Students regularly use the footpath to walk 
home and are having to avoid cars that are parked on it or cars that are jumping the kerb to 
park.  Unfortunately many of our parents with prams are unable to use this walk space due to cars taking up 
the path.  Thank you for your support of this issue. 
 
Our Year 3 and Year 5 students will sit the NAPLAN assessment next week.  NAPLAN assesses literacy and 
numeracy skills that students are already learning through the school curriculum. Teachers will ensure that 
students are familiar with the test formats and will provide appropriate support and guidance. Excessive 
preparation is not useful and can lead to unnecessary anxiety. If you have any questions about your child's 
preparation for NAPLAN, you are encouraged to make a time to speak with their teacher.  NAPLAN tests are 
constructed to give students an opportunity to demonstrate skills they have learned over time through the 
school curriculum, and NAPLAN test days should be treated as just another routine event on the school 
calendar. The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to reassure them that NAPLAN tests are  
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just one part of their school program, and to urge them to simply do the best they can on the day.  Parents or 
carers may withdraw their child from the tests to address issues such as religious beliefs and philosophical 
objections to testing. It is recommended that withdrawal be considered in consultation with your child's 
school. Please see the front office if you wish to withdraw your child from NAPLAN.  Formal notification must 
be received by the school principal prior to testing. 
 
An information letter will be sent home shortly to our Preschool, Montessori and Kindergarten students to 
indicate their educational intentions for 2017.  Dependant on student numbers we would like to introduce a 5 
day English class in Kinder/Year 1 in 2017 that will run parallel to our fantastic bilingual program to ensure we 
are meeting the needs of all students in the community.  Students in this class will still have exposure to the 
Italian language during the week through the LOTE program. 
 
Yesterday our Year 5 and 6 students listened to a presentation from Alfred Deakin Year 7 and 10 students, the 
Principal and Deputy Principal.  Students were presented with information on the fantastic programs that are 
run at the school and were able to ask questions about the school.  Italian is run as a subject at Alfred Deakin 
and a class has been established for students who are conversing at a fluent level.  An information evening will 
be held at Alfred Deakin on the 18 May and an orientation day will be held later in May for our Year 6 
students. 
 
Keep Smiling, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
Signor Rohan Evans 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Education In Schools (CEIS) occurs because parents request it for their children, under ACT legislation. 
Sessions are coordinated by the CEIS project, using approved resources and volunteers. If you would like to 
add your child to the existing attendance list print off the section below and return it to the school or go to 

www.ceis.org.au/yes  
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS SECTION TO THE SCHOOL TO ADD YOUR CHILD TO THE EXISTING LIST 
YES, I request that my child/ren listed below participate in the CEIS sessions offered at school. 

Child: ___________________________________ Parent name: ________________________________ 
 
Child: ___________________________________ Parent signature: ______________________________ 
 
Child: ___________________________________ Date: ________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 2 – Beyond You 

This term students will go on a thinking journey exploring: Who is God? Using a variety 
of different resources alongside messages, stories, letters and songs from the Bible 

they will be wondering, creating, imagining, questioning and reflecting as they journey.  
Only students with permission will attend. 

This term’s date:    15 June 3026 
 

 

http://www.ceis.org.au/yes


 

Board Report 
 
Welcome back everyone to the beginning of what 
I am sure will be a great Term 2!  
 
No doubt many of you have met or maybe even 
heard from your children about our new Principal 
signor Rohan Evans. Rohan Evans started on 
Tuesday and from what I have heard he has 
already had quite an impact with the children 
and staff. 
 
As board chair and on behalf of the board I would 
like to formally congratulate Rohan on his 
appointment as Principal to Yarralumla Primary 
School. Rohan’s appointment as a Principal is a 
very lengthy process which requires a complete 
in-depth assessment against a very detailed 
capability framework to make sure that all 
Principal requirements and skills are met.  We are 
very lucky to have appointed Rohan who has 
come from Hughes Primary School and brings 
with him renewed energy and enthusiasm in his 
role. 
   
I would like to welcome signor Evans as new 
Principal to our school. The board are very 
excited and we look forward to working with you 
and supporting you in your new role. 
 
As an update to our board membership, I would 
firstly like to formally thank maestra Lynden 
Lawton for her contribution to the board for the 
past two years as one of our teacher 
representatives. Maestra Lynden brought with 
her many insights into the bilingual program and 
provided many a thoughtful and considered view 
to many discussions. Thank you Lynden for your 
hard work and dedicated commitment. On that 
note we are extremely lucky to have as a teacher 
replacement signora Sharon Brissoni. Welcome 
signora Brissoni. 
 
Lastly, our voluntary contributions are still 
outstanding. A letter has been sent home in all 
children’s bags  (blue letter). The letter outlines 
the priority projects that we propose to use the 
voluntary contributions for and provides quite a 
bit of detail on each of these projects. Please take 
the time to read this information and see how 
you can help make a difference - every little bit 
helps. As always your support is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

I wish you all another great term and as always if 
you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
email me, Rachel Smith-Cianchi and Jeremy 
Stringer or catch us in the playground if you have 
any questions. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Deb Hicks 
School Board Chair 
 

P&C News  
 

P&C Meeting - 7pm, 19th of May, 2016  

The next P&C meeting will be held in the school 
staffroom on Thursday 19th of May at 7pm. All 
members of the Yarralumla Primary School 
community are invited to come along, if you 
would like to put any items on the agenda please 
email me at secretary@ypspandc.com.  

The following expenditure motions will be 
decided at this meeting: 

 
• That the P&C donate up to $ 5000 to the 

school to cover the travel costs of the 
teachers supervising the School Italian 
trip. 

Kind Regards 
Daniela Origa – P&C Secretary 
 
 

Canteen News  
 
Welcome back to Term 2 canteen news. The first 
5 weeks of lunches have been scheduled on 
Flexischools and are ready to go. The following 5 
weeks will be up shortly. The volunteer roster for 
Term 2 is below. Please check your class week 
and email canteen@ypspandc.com.au  of your 
availability. If you would like to help in any other 
week, you would be very welcome! The canteen 
needs regular volunteers to operate. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone that helped out for 
the end of term sausage sizzle, it was a great 
success!!  Also thank you to last weeks helpers. 
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Canteen Volunteer Roster Term 2, 2016 

 Date Class Year 

Week 2 6 May Menta 2 
    Marino 2 
        
Week 3 13 May Scarlatto 1 
    Perle JLSU 
  Avorio SLSU 
        
Week 4 20 May  Verdolino 2 
    Celeste 3/4 
    
Week 5 27 May Turchese 3/4 

 
  Azzurra 3/4 

    

Week 6  
2 or 3 
Jun Vermiglio 5/6 

  
Italian 
Day  Arancione 5/6 

 
      

Week 7 10 Jun Verde Kinder 
  Rossa Kinder 
        
Week 8  17 Jun Cadmio 5/6 

 
 Celeste 3/4 

        
Week 9 24 Jun Menta 2 
    Corallo 1 
  

   Week 10 1 Jul All on board! 
   

 
Sausage Sizzle 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wk Date Item Notes Price 

2 6/5 Chicken 
Nuggets 

5 Nuggets per 
serve, choice 
of sweet 
chilli/tomato 
sauces.  

$3 ea 

3 13/5 Sausage 
Rolls & 
Spinach & 
Cheese 
Triangles 

Small size, 
suggest 2 
serves for 
bigger eaters 

$2 ea 

4 20/5 Toasted 
Sandwiches 

4 Choices, 1 
sandwich = 1 
serve 
 

$3 ea 

5 27/5 Sushi Chicken, 
Cooked Tuna 
or vegetarian 
hand rolls 

$3 ea 

 
 
 

Mother’s Day stall 
 

 
 
Our annual Mother’s day stall is on Friday, May 
6. 
 
We will have an assortment of lovely gifts for 
Mum/Gran/ carer ranging in price from $2 to $5, 
so Dads make sure you give the kids some 
spending money. The kids love choosing 
something special at the stall. 
 
We would love to continue the tradition of Dads 
manning the stall. It starts at 9AM and will take 
approximately one hour. It is always lots of fun, 
and Dad’s really enjoy it. 
 
If you would like to be involved please email 
Colette Harkin colette353535@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2017 ENROLMENTS FOR YARRALUMLA 
PRIMARY 

 
New Enrolments open for 
the 2017 school year on 26 
April to 27 May.  The online 
enrolment application form 

can be accessed from the Education Directorate’s 
Website www.det.act.gov.au.  
 
 
Hello Yarralumla Families, 
 
Preschool is holding a Family Portrait fundraising 
day on Saturday May 14th.  
 
Photographer is Natalie Kingston of Sandpit 
Photography. 
 
Booking fee is $20 this gives you a free 10”x13” 
print. 
 
Please phone preschool on 6142 3266 to book a 
time or come over and write your name to 
register . 
 
Thank you, 
Preschool Fundraising Committee 
 
 
Language Perfect World 
Championship 16-26 May 2016 
An excellent way to enhance vocabulary 
learning by using a computer program 
Encouraged by the feedback from students who 
participated in learning vocabulary using the 
Language Perfect program, we had extended the 
opportunity to all students from Year 3-6.  
Students will have the opportunity to compete 
during school time but to gain Bronze, Silver or 
Gold Certificate and prizes they need to spend 
extra time at home as well.  Little help is needed 
from parents - just good will, access to a 
computer and strict rules of sending them to bed 
on time and reminding them to eat regularly.   

How does it work?  
Each student receives a password which enables 
them to log on whenever they want and work on 
any Italian vocabulary they wish to learn. Each 
attempt is computer monitored and students, 
parents and teachers will receive an immediate 
feedback on student’s progress. 

What is different between this and other 
computer programs? 
Not only do students learn words and phrases 
generated for general knowledge of several 
languages, but teachers from YPS supply the 
Language Perfect with the vocabulary they teach 
in each Integrated Unit so the students can tap in 
and practise and revise at home the necessary 
vocabulary at their own pace. Moreover, if 
students want to create their list of new words, 
they can give it to their teachers and we will pass 
it on to the Language Perfect team for inclusion. 
 
Why is this program free for YPS students? 
Some of the Italian teachers are members of the 
MLTA ACT (the official partner of the Language 
Perfect World Championship) and consequently, 
the school is entitled to 100 free entries 
(normally $20.00 per student). 
 
Is this competitive learning? 
Yes, the World Championship is a great 
opportunity for students to compete with 
thousands of students around the world.  The 
positive thing is that students do not have to be 
good when they start competing, they will 
generate points as they learn on the spot and 
type in the correct answers.  Students can 
compete in Italian and/or any other language to 
gain points. They can repeat the vocabulary 
already done, if only interested in points; or can 
always challenge themselves with unknown 
words if they want to learn them, and gain 
points. However, only students who compete in 
Italian during the Championship will provide 
points for the school as well as for themselves. 
 
Will this take away their valuable time in 
learning English? 
On the contrary! This is a translation exercise and 
requires typing in English and Italian. Therefore, 
spelling and correct sentence structure is needed 
in both languages. 
 
And if learning is not rewarding in itself, there are 
many prizes given to individual students and 
schools for best achievement. Each student will 
receive a Certificate with their score.  On top of 
this, the best school in the ACT will receive a 
special MLTA ACT trophy. Will it be us? 

For more information se: 
www.languageperfect.com 

maestra Meri Dragicevic 



Would you like to host one of four visiting 
Italian teachers from 3 July until 20 August 

2016? 
Yarralumla Primary School continues to attract 
teachers from Italy willing to spend their summer 
school holidays to work in our school as 
volunteers. Four visiting teachers will spend a 
month assisting in various learning activities and 
engaging students from Kindergarten - Year 6 in 
conversations in Italian.  
 
We need four families to host them for a month, 
or more families to host them for a few weeks.  

This is a great opportunity for you to learn Italian 
at home, to find a friend who may in return host 
you in Italy in the future. All teachers speak 
English, are non-smokers, do not have dietary 
special needs, and three of them like pets. They 
all like to travel, go to the cinema and do sport. 

If you would like to take advantage of this unique 
opportunity to be a host, please email me 
providing some details about your family 
members and availability, so that we can find the 
most suitable teacher to stay with your family. 

maestra Meri Dragicevic 

meri.dragicevic@ed.act.edu.au 

 
IT’S VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION PAYMENT 
TIME - $110 per student, $160 per family.  
Voluntary contributions pay for educational 
resources for your child/ren. By making a 
contribution to your child’s education, there is 
less pressure on the P&C to fundraise. Please put 
your child first, save yourself time and angst with 
fundraising and contribute as soon as you can! 
Grazie!  
 
Bank details:   
BSB:  032 777 
A/c:  001906 
 
Ref:  Surname, Vol Cont 

 
 
 
 
 

LABEL!   LABEL!   LABEL! 
Please label ALL jumpers, hats, lunch boxes, drink 
bottles etc.  Every day numerous items 
arrive in Lost Property.  If they are 
labelled they can be quickly returned 
to their owner. 
 

 
EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS 

It is extremely important for the Front Office at 
Yarralumla Primary to have up to date emergency 
contact details of parents and carers for all of our 
students.  If you have had a change of contact 
details or email address or are unsure if your 
details are current, please contact or see the 
Front Office as soon as possible. 

 
Sports News   

 
On Tuesday we had 41 students represent the 
school at the South Weston Zone Cross Country 
Carnival.  Congratulations to Leo S., Allegra S, 
Harry H, and Oliver H for making it through to the 
ACT Carnival, which will be held on the Monday 
of Week 7 (6 June). We would like to extend a big 
thank you to all of the parents, carers and 
grandparents who came out to Stromlo Forest 
Park to support Team Yarralumla.  

Congratulations to: 

Callum H for his selection in the South Weston 
AFL team which played in the Gala Day yesterday; 

Harry H, Oliver H, James H and Sophie H who 
played in the ACT tennis carnival in Week 1. 

This year School Sport ACT has changed the 
process for trailing and selection in 
representative sport. Some of these changes, 
such as online registration, have been mentioned 
in the newsletter before.  All Year 4-6 students 
should have brought home a note this week 
explaining these changes.   

mailto:meri.dragicevic@ed.act.edu.au
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Upcoming U12 ACT Gala Days for this term 
include: 
 
Hockey 
Football 
Basketball 
Netball 
Touch 
 
If you are in Year 4-6 and interested in any of 
these sports please check the School Sport ACT 
website which has all the information you need 
to make sure your child doesn’t miss out on 
representative sport.  The website is 
https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/ .  Any 
questions please email Maestro Matthews 
david.matthews@ed.act.edu.au   

Community News   
 
 

 
 
 
 

ACT BILINGUAL EDUCATION 
ALLIANCE 

LANGUAGES POTLUCK LUNCH  
Come and celebrate the many languages spoken 
in the Canberra region during National Families 
Week (15-21 May) 
  
   WHEN?    11am- 1pm, Sunday 15 May 2016 
   WHERE?   Function Room, 2nd Floor, Theo 
Notaras Multicultural Centre, Civic Square (near 
Civic Library and  Canberra Theatre Centre) 

• Free Games and fun activities for children 
• Bring along your favourite foods and 

share your cooking skills and recipes 

         ALL WELCOME 
 
For further information refer to website 
http://actbilingual.weebly.com/bilingual-
updates.html 

MOTHER’S DAY CLASSIC  
SUNDAY 8 MAY 

The Mother's Day Classic is an annual fun run and 
walk raising funds and awareness for breast 
cancer research. The fun, healthy and 
inspirational event brings the community 
together on Mother’s Day to support and 
remember those touched by breast cancer. 

Families, friends, colleagues, schoolmates and 
corporate teams embrace the spirit of the day 
with many sporting fancy dress and an 
abundance of pink. The festival atmosphere is 
also an opportunity to enjoy a healthy start to 
Mother’s Day while celebrating the life of 
survivors and remembering loved ones who have 
been lost. 

If you are unable to walk or run in the Mother’s 
Day Classic, you can still join in on the fun, with 
volunteers required to help out in a variety of 
areas from managing the cloak room or a drink 
station, to marshalling participants or helping out 
at the bag drop area. Volunteering is a fantastic 
way to be involved in this special day and 
contribute to raising funds and awareness for 
breast cancer research.  

The Mother’s Day Classic will be held this 
Sunday, 8 May 2016, at Rond Terrace, 
Commonwealth Park and involves a 5km run or 
walk or a 10km run around the Central Basin of 
Lake Burley Griffin. More information, 
including registration details and specific start 
times, is available on the Mother’s Day Classic 
website.  

The ACT Government is sponsoring the 
Mother’s Day Classic as part of its Healthy 
Weight Initiative, to support a healthy, active 
and productive community. 
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Playground Theatre Qld has moved south… 

And while we acclimatise, we are going 
indoors to YARRALUMLA PRIMARY SCHOOL! 
 

MONDAY’S:   Kindy/Year 1   
TUESDAY’S:   Year 2/Year 3 
 

Commencing Term 2, join us for 8am 
‘breakfast’ sessions to explore beautiful 
music, words and movement.   
 

Also BUZZ THEATRE GROUP for Years 4-6,  
Monday afternoon. 
 For more information, please call or email Belynda:  
0409 714 324    :buzzbumpjump@icloud.com 
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